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The Opposite of Circles
of Friends...




Dumbo says it all...




ooy ek I
b s oot white e







_ ackgrou e

NOT CONCERNED WITH WHAT IS
“WRONG” WITH THE FOCUS CHILD ...
ACCEPTANCE LEADS TO CHANGE

NOT A BEHAVIOURAL APPROACH

-LISTENS “DEEPER”.

REGEHENSES THE RO SR OCL S
CHILD’S PEER GROUP.
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Circles of Support




School Strategies for enhancing inclusion,
building relationships and tackling conflic

Circle Time

Peer Mentoring (combats disaffection or loneliness)
"Buddies” (1-1 befriending)

Peer Mediation (conflict resolution)

Peer Counselling (Bullying, Health Education)

Adult Mediation

Circle of Friends

Restorative Conferences

The key resources:
OTHER PUPILS, are ALREADY and ALWAYS there.







PREREQUISITES FOR USING APPROACH

Key member of staff is committed to using approach and able to
give sufficient time to supporting circle of friends. (Following
initial meeting with class, there will be weekly meetings of
circle).

Child’s parent/carer supports this approach being taken.
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Child accepts this approach being taken.




Friends |

To create a support network for child
To reduce child’s challenging behaviour
To enable child to deal successfully with victimisation

To increase child’s understanding of their own
behaviour and give them more choices

To help child make friends




“Its tough to define, but | know it
when | hear it”

Miles Davis (1984)



My definition of a

friend is one who
knows all about you
and won't go away.

Anonymous



“Natas nore sparkly when she Knows
W '. m-will be in schoc . She gets. up and

M - ay to day”’. She never
wgnts_.td e is there, even

* e is'ill. They have a

51 friendship™
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Whole class session

Ground rules

Talking about who?

What we like about them?
Where things do not go so well?
Our own circles?

What can we do to help?









Circle Meetings

Why did you volunteer?
What do we like about you?
When things do not go well?
Ideas to help

Never diving alone

Problem solving together



Circle Stories

Being new
From special to mainstream

What to do when you don’t know
what to do...

‘Can he go in line yet?’

Nursery circles?

Excluded 'stalker'...

Feeling suicidal

Who benefits? Andrew’s story.....
Predicted failure Arousha's Circle
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" “"Never Dive Alone




RISK
Author unknown

To laugh is to risk appearing the fool

To weep is to risk appearing sentimental

To reach out to others is to risk involvement

To expose feelings is to risk exposing your true self
To place your ideas, your dreams before a crowd is to risk
their loss

To love is to risk not being loved in return

To live is to risk dying

To hope is to risk despair

To try is to risk failure

But risks must be taken,

because the greatest hazard in life is to do nothing.
The person who risks nothing,

does nothing, has nothing, and is nothing.

They may avoid suffering and sorrow,

but they cannot learn, feel, change, grow, love, live.
Chained by their attitudes, they are a slave,

they forfeited their freedom.

Only the person who risks can be free










COMPLACENCY







